


The Parthenon Sculptures once enacted
their drama above the most beautiful city
in the ancient world. This glorious frenzy of
sculpted stone bridged heaven and earth; the
gods and men.

Now, poor things, they shiver in a setting
which has the monochrome coldness in which
Northern European classicism has encased the
Greece of the gods.

Smaller antiquities can be given atmospheric
settings. A compact temple can be rebuilt
and provided with scale, colour and warmth.
Assyrian wall panels can line a passageway with
ritual impressiveness. Anglo-Saxon jewels can
be displayed royally in their glory of garnet and
gold. but the Marbles? where can they be at
home? The Duveen gallery is capacious, it is
clean, it is lit; and it has all the splendour of a
well conducted bus depot.The British Museum
has tried hard. It is a supremely conscientious
institution. They do so many things well. But
not this.Please, let the Parthenon sculptures
return to galleries where they are in their
fitting context; a context where they are at
home. When that is brought about another
transformation can take place. This time in
Britain. The Duveen can become a worthy

centre for the marvellous exhibitions which the
British Museum stages. It can be pumped full
of light, colour and movement.It can be a true
museum: a temple of the muses.

And then, the Reading Room will no longer
have to be boarded over for temporary shows,
and will regain its integrity as one of the finest
indoor spaces in the world. And then, in the new,
refreshed, Duveen exhibition hall, there may be,
from time to time, welcome holiday visits from
some of the wonders of the Parthenon.

By Canon
G Curtis

Founded on March 8th 2008, in Geneva,
the Swiss Committee is composed of a
group of highly competent and commit-
ted individuals. Membership is open to
any person or entity who subscribes to
our values and aims.

Among its members are:

Prof. Dusan Sidjanski (Special Advisor to the
President of the European Commission and
Emeritus Professor of Political Science at the Uni-
versity of Geneva)

Until now we used to say that the
Greeks fight like heroes. Now we
shall say: the heroes fight like

Greeks.
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Winston Churchill

Olivier Vodoz (Vice Chairman of the Interna-
tional Red Cross Committee and former Member
of the Government of the Republic and Canton
of Geneva)

Prof. Photis Beris (Head of the Clinical Hae-
matology Unit at Geneva University Hospital)

Josef Zisyadis (Member of the Swiss National
Council)

The Swiss Committee for the Return of the Par-
thenon Marbles is active both on a national and
international level.

In Switzerland, the Committee is the lead-
ing source of information about the Parthenon
Marbles and the need to support their reunifica-
tion. To this end, events with prestigious keynote
speakers like Bernhard Tschumi, architect of the
New Acropolis Museum, are organized, docu-
ments published and direct contacts established
with Swiss leaders.

On an international level, the Swiss Committee
is an active member of the International Associa-
tion for the Reunification of the Parthenon Sculp-
tures. The Swiss Committee’s President, Prof. Du-
san Sidjanski, was elected Vice-President of the
International Association in June 2009.

Furthermore, it has established close relations
with the Greek Government and the New Acrop-
olis Museum. In addition, the Swiss Committee
maintains relations with international organi-
zations involved in the cause such as UNESCO,
the European Union and the Council of Europe.

www.parthenon-suisse.ch
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A visit to the New Ac

The plane took a gentle turn over the
sea towards Athens, a sea the most

magnificent shade of blue. From the
aeroplane’s window, | observed a small fishing
boat and three ferryboats moving in different
directions and | wondered which islands they
were headed for. As the plane continued its
descent inland, | could see the city - everything
seemed so white —the spring vegetation and the
Acropolis standing proud.

It was a lovely afternoon when | arrived at
the New Acropolis Museum. What immediately
impressed me is how the museum is set at
the foot of the temple it venerates. On the
entrance’s approach, walking on the glass floor,
you’re in awe of being able to see the remains
of the ancient city beneath your feet. And |
thought how Socrates and Plato must have
walked those streets. The awe-inspiring glass
theme is continued inside the museum with a
floor that ascends in The Gallery of the Slopes
of the Acropolis.

Reaching the magnificent caryatids, my atten-
tion was drawn to a monitor set up on an en-
closure, inside which one of the caryatids was
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undergoing meticulous cleaning with the aid of
a laser beam. The entire process, shown on this
screen, had me and the few tourists present at
the time transfixed.

It’s amazing to think that these sculptures
have survived since antiquity despite Greece’s
turbulent past. In the Parthenon Gallery, | was
impressed by the cohesive arrangement of the
sculptures but heartbroken that some of these
remain separated from their original halves, and
have had to be substituted with cast copies. In
another gallery, | remember a large tablet and
how | ran my index finger from left to right over
its inscriptions. | wanted to embrace and feel its
energy, | wanted to know the person that gave
the form life but of course | couldn’t.

My overall experience of the museum
was both happy and sad. | felt anger at the
unfairness of the situation that Greece finds
herself in — a small country that has given the
world so much, a country whose artefacts have
been plundered over the centuries. | hope world
opinion will eventually prevail and that the

Supporter/sympathiser

Parthenon Marbles will be returned to the
Greek people.

From the museum’s restaurant that over-
looks the Sacred Rock, | watched the sun go
down and a golden glow descend over the
Parthenon.

Inthe end, itis the light and space where you
can marvel at these priceless antiquities that
is retained in your mind, and that leave the
visitor with a sense of privilege having been
able to see and be amongst them. | thought |
could have stayed there forever...

by Euphemia
Trellopoulou Borg

I to work part-time from home keeping Marbles Reunited’s web presence up to date, with a focus on social networking sites. I
Pay: to be agreed. Contribution to cause: Priceless

Please send application letter and CV to:

| The Secretary, Marbles Reunited, c/o Time & Tide Shipping Ltd, 180 Piccadilly,London W1J 9HF |
or call Patricia Luckie 020 7839 4526 for more details
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San Francisco welcomes “All sides of the Parthenon”

Monday,April 18, 2011-The American Committee for the

Reunification of the Parthenon Sculptures ( ACRPS) is
pleased to announce that its Executive Board Vice-President and Pho-
tographer, Peter C. Yalanis and the United Hellenic American Societies
President, Ted Laliotis, participated in “ Hellenic Cultural Week” cel-
ebrations ( March 19-27 )hosted by the Holy Metropolis of San Fran-
cisco, the Hellenic Federation of Northern California and the General
Consulate of Greece. The event included the West Coast debut of the
American Committee’s national educational project: ALL SIDES OF THE
PARTHENON: A Touring Exhibition, which took place on Sunday March
20th at the Holy Cross Church in Belmont, California.

After opening prayers and welcome remarks His Eminence
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco introduced several
distinguished guests including His Eminence Holy Metropolitan of the
Dardanelles Nikitas; His Excellency Ambassador and Consul General of
Greece loannis Andreades; Consul General of the Republic of Cyprus,
Nicolas Theophanous; Rev. Fr Pete Sotiras; Mr Fanis Economidis,
president of the Elios Foundation; Mr Ted Laliotis, UHAS President;
Greek School Director Theodora Kounalakis and ACRPS Board Vice
President and Photographer, Peter C. Yalanis.

Mr Yalanis eloquently described how and why the exhibit was created
and its success and acclaim across the U.S. He gave detailed insight
into the making of the exhibit, its significance and spoke passionately
of the importance of the reunification cause. He recently accepted
the volunteer position ACPRS Vice-Presudent to help the committee
correct this historical wrong and help the looted Parthenon Sculptures
return to Greece.

www.ParthenonSculpturesUSA.org

Peter C. Yalanis Consul General I. Andreas

Friends of the British Committee for
the Reunification of the
Parthenon Marbles.

c/o Time & Tide Shipping Ltd
180 Piccadilly, London W1J 9HF
Tel: +44 (0)845 5194 574

Before | joined Marbles Reunited | had no idea that
anyone other than Greeks cared about the return of

the Parthenon Marbles from the British Museum. For
some years | had been leaving slips of paper in various parts of the
Parthenon Room which said: “It’s been a lovely stay but can we go
home now signed The Parthenon Marbles”.

Then | met Chris Price and was recruited into MR. | began to
understand that there was quite a strong feeling of injustice com-
mitted and offence caused by Elgin’s opportunism; a real sympathy Honorary President: Eddie O’Hara
towards the Greek’s case. And this sym pathy is felt across the
board: parliamentarians, lawyers, architects and media people are

campaign@marblesreunited.org.uk

Chairman: Andrew George MP

By Angelos among those that | work with. | have found that in many cases little Deputy Chairman: Dr Christopher
is known of how the marbles came to be in Bloomsbury but when Stockdale
Economou explanation is provided, support soon follows. If only this were to
happen in schools, a whole generation of sympathisers would be Treasurer: Matthew Taylor

created and thus hasten the marbles return.
Secretary: Angelos Economou

“It,s been a lovely Stay but can Receive the next newsletter by email.

we go home now. » Let us know at:
The Parthenon Marbles
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